S 0 U TH

- SOUTH HOLLAND

HOLLAND
IDISTRICT COUNCIL DELEGATED DECISION RECORD

This records a key or other decision taken by the Cabinet in accordance with the Council’s
scheme of Delegations (as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution).

Unless the Leader and the Chairman of the Performance Monitoring Panel certify that the
matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply, then
this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.

Decision Maker Cabinet — 17 January 2024

Report Title Lincolnshire Discretionary Housing Financial Assistance
Policy

Summary Background To recommend adoption of the Policy and enable

eligible clients to be more consistently assisted
across the South and East Lincolnshire Councils
Partnership.

Author / Contact Officer Stuart Horton — stuart.horton@boston.gov.uk

Adam Newman-Pring — adam.newman-
pring@boston.gov.uk

Ward(s) Affected

Urgent? No

Key Decision? Yes

In Key Decision Plan? Yes

Date of Decision 17 January 2024

Date Published 19 January 2024

Call-In Expiry 26 January 2024

Exempt Information? No

Decision (Action Agreed) 1) That the Policy and Explanatory Notes attached at
Appendices A and B be adopted with effect from
1 April 2024

2) That authority is delegated to:

a. the relevant Assistant Director to make minor
and inconsequential variations to the Policy in
consultation with the Portfolio Holder with
responsibility for Housing, if agreed on a
countywide basis. This delegation would not be
used to make changes to the Policy that
substantively changed the purpose of the
Policy;



mailto:stuart.horton@boston.gov.uk
mailto:adam.newman-pring@boston.gov.uk
mailto:adam.newman-pring@boston.gov.uk

3)

4)

b. the relevant Assistant Director to:

I. make amendments to the local
variations detailed within the
Explanatory Notes in consultation with
the Portfolio Holder with responsibility
for Housing. This delegation would not
be used to make amendments to the
Explanatory Notes that impacted other
districts, unless agreed on a
countywide basis and

ii. update and remove any superseded
policy provisions relating to
discretionary housing assistance
contained within the relevant existing
council policy in consultation with the
Portfolio Holder with responsibility for
Housing;

c. the Chief Executive Officer to suspend the
awarding of new discretionary assistance
under this policy in consultation with the
relevant Assistant Director and Portfolio Holder
with responsibility for Housing.

That, in addition to the minor and inconsequential
variations permitted within the Policy, authority is
delegated to:

a. the relevant Assistant Director to make
initial amendments to the Policy in
consultation with the Portfolio Holder
with responsibility for Housing; to enable
any appropriate recommendations from
other Lincolnshire district councils’
scrutiny of the Policy to be considered
and incorporated, if agreed on a
countywide basis.

That the delegations to SHDC officers set out
within section 3 of the Explanatory notes be
approved; and to the Assistant Director —
Wellbeing and Community Leadership,
Communities & Operations, and the Portfolio
Holder with responsibility for housing, as set out
within section 6 of in the Explanatory Notes
(Appendix B).

Reason(s)

To allow a more consistent approach across
Lincolnshire to be taken in relation to discretionary
housing financial assistance in order to assist
vulnerable households in need to live in a safe
home. This will significantly help organisations that
work on a countywide basis (e.g. Health and
Lincolnshire County Council occupational therapy
services) to have a clearer picture of the




assistance districts are able to offer.

To allow for the relevant provisions relating to
discretionary housing assistance contained within
the council’s existing policy to be updated as
superseded on adoption of the Policy, and to
avoid duplicate policy provisions being in
operation (Appendix C).

To allow for appropriate amendment of the Policy,
if necessary, as Lincolnshire district councils have
differing approaches to policy adoption and
differing timelines.

For information, the Policy, Explanatory Notes and
associated recommendations have been
considered and approved for adoption without
amendment by:

e ELDC on 29 November 2023

e WLDC on 5 December 2023

e BBC on 13 December 2023

Options

To continue to operate three independent
discretionary housing assistance policies across
the South and East Lincolnshire Councils
Partnership and up to seven different policies
across the county, with significant variation in the
assistance available and processes for awarding
discretionary housing financial assistance.

Further Information




